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Frequently decorators employ Mr. Halbert to apply the Re- 
lief to walls and ceilings, which they afterwards decorate them- 
selves, although, such is the ease with which the material is 
applied, this proceeding is unnecessary. Mr. Halbert, however, is 
willing to undertake the work whenever required. Generally, it is 
only necessary for his men to once show how the material is placed 



DEN DECORATION. 




THERE is at present quite a rage for the decoration of dens, 
or smoking rooms in bizarre style, the object being to 
associate a hetereogeneous mass of decorative materials 
to produce a unique, if not an extravagant impression. The 

floor of such an apartment 
is generally laid in Oriental 
rugs, and a wide divan sur- 
rounds at least three sides 
of the room, upholstered 
with saddle bag upholstery, 
and on this is displayed a 
plentiful supply of cushions, 
giving an Oriental impres- 
sion. The walls, where not 
occupied by cabinets, or door 
or window, are generally 
panelled with painted tap- 
estries. Almost any subject 
will suffice for the decora- 
tion of such an apartment, 
and the illustration of a 
painted tapestry here pre- 
sented, the subject being a 
young lady in the bloom of 
youth seated in a summer 
landscape, is quite en regie. 
Messrs. J. F. Douthitt & Co., 
the decorators, of this city, 
have placed just such a tap- 
estry upon the walls of a 
New York den with admir- 
able effect. 

A peculiar style of ceil- 
ing decoration at present in 
vogue is to fix to the ceiling 
a square frame of wood, to 
which is fastened an im- 
mense quantity of dull col- 
ored draperies, intermingled 
with fishing nets, and repro- 
ductions of birds, reptiles, 
spiders, serpents, etc , in 
papier mache\ hanging there- • 
from. A fishing net, with 
papier in ache* fish, brilliantly 
bronzed and entangled in 
its meshes, is a frequent ac- 
cessory of the draperies. 
The success of Messrs. J. F. 
Douthitt & Co. in fitting 
out the den of a bachelor 
banker of this city, has led 
to the creation of quite a 
number of similarly decor- 
ated apartments in this 
city. 



A Tapkstry Painting. Subject— Sweet Summer. By J. F. Douthitt & Co., 286 Fifth Ave., New York. 

in situ, and decorators afterwards do this part of the work them- 
selves; In addition to the friezes illustrated on the foregoing page, 
a great diversity of designs is made in Applique" Relief. 



Many persons are puz- 
zled as to what to do with 
the space over the doors. 
Pictures aie sacrificed if 
placed at such a height, 
and recourse is had to the 
most curious things imagin- 
able, viewed in the light of 
decorations. For instance, 
snow shoes, which are about 
the last things one would 
expect to see used as an 
ornament in my lady's par- 
lor, are not uncommonly 
crossed over a door or man- 
tel. Probably the easiest 
way to decorate the barren 
space over the door is to have a narrow shelf fastened above it, 
upon which may be arranged bric-a brae of various sorts, such 
as busts, plaques, porcelains, vases, etc. 
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